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A Word from the President
REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Rob Arey –Polar Caves Park, NH
rob.arey@polarcaves.com Ph: 603-536-1888
Region Two:
(MD, VA, WV, KY)
Rho Lansden – Lost River Cave & Valley, KY
rho@lostrivercave.com Ph: 540-743-6551
Region Three: (IL, IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
claudia@squireboone.com Ph: 812-732-4382
Region Four: (AR, IA, KS, MO, NE)
Steve Thompson - Bridal Cave, MO
steve@bridalcave.com Ph: 573-346-2676
Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
joe@caveofthemounds.com Ph: 608-437-3038
Region Six: (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA, AK, HI,
Barbados, Bermuda)
Matt Doyle – Lake Shasta Caverns, CA
mdoyle@lakeshastacaverns.com
Ph: 800-795-CAVE
Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
rsr@caveofthewinds.com Ph: 719-685-5444
Region Eight: (LA, OK, TX)
Ed Mayfield – Caverns of Sonora, TX
edmayfield@mac.com Ph: 325-387-3105

It took a while for winter to arrive, but as I write this, the temperature has struggled to
get above zero for the past few days. Brrrr! So snuggle up next to a warm fire, sip on a
hot drink and read through this current edition of Cave Talk.
In a few weeks, the NCA Officers and Directors will be meeting in St. Louis for the MidWinter meeting (Feb 25-27). Directors will be contacting you to prepare a regional
update for this meeting. This is a time our Directors and Committee Chairs share
progress and plans for the upcoming year, so please provide any useful information or
volunteer time by serving on a committee to help move our organization forward. If you
are wondering what it takes to develop a show cave from the beginning, read about the
progress of Indiana Caverns and follow them on Facebook. We all can remind
ourselves just what it means to be a “show” cave in the article by David Summers and
why you might want to consider becoming a member of the International Show Caves
Association. Bats and WNS continue to be in the news. There is new leadership at
BCI and WNS has now hit Mammoth Cave Park. We will review these changes and
continue developing appropriate alliances and responses with respect to WNS at the
Mid-Winter meeting. If you have an Android Smart Phone, be sure to go to the Google
Play Store and download the app “America’s Best Show Caves” (the I-phone version
has been previously released). These apps highlight the NCA Show Caves and feel
free to let your visitors know about this on your website or advertising. Finally at the
end of this edition you will see a photo of my late Aunt Lydia Neubuck being handed the
“keys to the city” while attending the second NCA convention in Chattanooga TN. Lydia
was a tireless promoter of the cave industry, especially with respect for women (she
was the second female on the NSS board), just ask Jeanne Gurnee about her. If you
have pictures or articles of past NCA history, please forward electronic versions to
either Bob Holt or Steve Rawlings. They are our History Committee Co-Chairs and are
th
putting together a presentation for the NCA’s 50 Anniversary in 2015. Until next time,
keep warm!
KMF (Keep Moving Forward),

Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
caveperl@yahoo.com Ph: 423-821-9403

Greg Beckler
President, NCA

Update on a Future NCA Member
st

“We started on the development of Indiana Caverns on May 31 . We knew the first phase of development blasting an entrance and
building staircases, bridges and elevated walkways along steep slopes and over Big Bone Mountain would be the hardest part. W e
have about 100 feet of total elevation change in the first 450 feet of the tour route. Then the tour flattens out and is very level the rest of
the way.
We fell behind our projected schedule in
July when it was 100- 105 degrees for
several weeks and we were essentially
digging a cave opening in the bottom of
a dry swimming pool. We finished the
ramp, tunnel, culvert and concrete
walkway to the drop-off into Big Bone
Mountain in early September. Since that
time, we have been building elevated
walkways exclusively with steel. We had
significant problems with timely delivery
of steel the first couple months. We also
suffered a major setback, when
rainwater running into the cave and over
the drop-off eroded about 6-7 feet of the
upper level passage. This required us to
make significant post-fabrication
changes to our steel tower dropping
down 35 feet into the room costing us
more lost time and a good deal of
money too. By the time the staircase
was finished, we were well behind our
anticipated schedule.
We have a great underground
development team, which consists of
four guys plus myself. The underground
work is being headed up by Terry (Dog)
Crayden, who engineered the
At Indiana Caverns a crane drops a 45 foot culvert into the trench above the tunnel into the cave. The
development of Squire Boone Caverns
entrance was dug so that entry into the cave would be through the basement of the Visitor’s Center.
40 years ago. I would never have
undertaken this development without someone like Terry to play the daily McGuiver role. Working underground all day and see no
more sunlight in the winter than if living in Alaska has taken a toll on the guys. All of them have had both colds and one or more forms
of the flu since early November. It takes a special person to work underground all day for months on end. It isn’t the same as a guide
going in and out on nice paved trails. I am proud of all of them as weather and circumstances have made a hard job even harder.
Finally, we were able to get the steel delivery issue solved and since early December our progress has been much faster. We have just
completed the elevated walkways through Big Bone Mountain and are ready to start in the very level Blowing Hole Blvd. Once we have
had a week or two to work in Blowing Hole Blvd, we will have a much better idea when we will be actually be ready to open. We are still
th
hoping to be ready by April 15 goal date, but it is probably unlikely we will make that goal. It is more likely to be sometime in May.
If NCA members would like to keep up with our development, we post new pictures on our Facebook page 4-5 times a week. If you are
passing through our area, please feel free to stop by and check us out in person”.

Gary Roberson

Address Delivered by David Summers
at the ISCA Conference in Greece on 4th November 2012

“A VERY IMPORTANT WORD”

I would like to take a few minutes to address one very important word that we have in the name of our organization, and our lives.
There is a single word that differentiates us from virtually all other worldwide organizations concerned with caves. That one entity is the
single word “show”. It is this word that sets us apart from all other international bodies concerned with caves.
The smallest word in our name is, in fact, the most important word in this title.
We are an international organization comprised of members from all six inhabited continents, with members from thirty four countries
around the globe. We are not alone in being an association that straddles the world. Being able to call ourselves international does not
make us different from other worldwide bodies.
As mentioned, the most critical word in the name of our Association is the word “show”. It is this word that sets us apart from all other
worldwide bodies that are concerned with caves. In addition to having all of the interests of conservation and preservation of caves, a
show cave must also function as a viable and successful business. It has to be profitable.
The importance of the business of a show cave being profitable cannot be overstated. If a show cave is not profitable then the first two
items that are removed from the expenditure list are invariably those classified as environmental and scientific pursuits. If the economic
performance declines further then the veritable nightmare of having to cease operations totally can become a reality.
It is generally accepted that the worst thing that can happen to a cave is for it to be discovered by mankind. There is virtually no
practical protection afforded to a cave once it has been discovered. It is invariably susceptible to abuse, whether by malicious vandals,
or even by those who claim to be skilled cavers. Even the pursuit of science, whether by amateur or professional scientists, can result
in irreparable damage being caused to a cave once it is discovered. A lot of damage can be caused to a cave in the name of science.
One of the best things that can happen to a cave once it is discovered is for it to be properly developed, and used, as a show cave. This
invariably means that the entrance to the cave is sealed by some form of gating, which restricts access to only those who are
authorized to enter the cave.
There can be little doubt that the worst fate that can befall a cave is for it to be developed as a show cave, then for it to fail as a
business entity, and be closed. When a show cave fails economically, it is inevitable that there is no money available to seal up the
entrance of the cave so that it will last for centuries. The usual method of sealing a failed show cave is to install a locked iron or steel
entry gate. The ravages of time invariably cause the lock to fail and / or the metal of the gate to erode away, leaving the cave open with
trails to make entry easy for those unauthorized persons seeking to enter the cave. The cave is then very vulnerable to misuse.
Yes, a show cave is a business. If the business is not viable, then it is inevitable that it will fail, and we have already dwelt with the
ramifications of the consequences of that. There is a responsibility, that can be equated to a duty, for all of us to ensure that the
business of the show caves, that we own or manage, are successful.
What then makes a show cave different from an undeveloped cave? It takes a long list to describe this difference, but let us start with
the beginning of such a list. The list for a show cave includes the payment of taxes, payroll, supplies, development costs, maintenance,
repairs, utilities, staff training, accounting services, vehicles, security, promotion, environmental aspects and scientific needs. In
addition, inflation, and occasionally deflation, must be coped with as well as economic recessions and even depressions.
The need for a show cave to be properly managed and successful is a requirement that is rarely understood by scientists and
spelunkers. All too often they adopt the view, albeit that it may be well intentioned, that a show cave is a golden goose that cannot stop
laying golden eggs. Oh, wouldn’t we all like that magical image to be true.
A show cave needs all of the operators business knowledge and acumen in order for it to be operated successfully and this is in
addition to having all of the knowledge and awareness regarding the physical needs of the cave to ensure that the underground world is
preserved and conserved. It is a very large responsibility and a vital one.
A well managed show cave is one of, if not the most effective, ways of educating the general public of the importance of preserving and
conserving caves. In virtually all show caves today there is a growing emphasis on education as a focus, as opposed to the pure
entertainment of the visitors.

The education of our visitors is considered to be of such great importance to a body such as ours that we have established a whole
commission devoted entirely to interpretation. The pursuit of quality interpretation can even be justification, all by itself, for a show cave
to become a member of ISCA.
The number of caves that have been developed, and used as a show cave, is an incredibly small number in comparison with the
number of caves that have been discovered around the world. This number is a minuscule fraction of one percent. Despite this
extremely low number it is advanced that the experience of a member of the public, being guided through a show cave, will always be
the best method of instilling the need to preserve and conserve all caves, in that person. The opportunity for a member of the public to
tour a show cave will always be the most effective way of educating the public about caves.
The importance of show caves cannot be overstated. When addressing organizations, where interests lie predominantly in speleolgy,
whether comprised of recreational cavers or scientists, one of my favourite questions is to ask how many of the audience had their first
cave experience through a show cave. The response is usually so overwhelming in the affirmative that there is never any need to
conduct a count to confirm the result.
Occasionally, I find myself assailed by individuals who claim that the only thing that the members of ISCA care about is making money
out of their caves. When I encounter these claims my response is always that their claim is virtually correct and the only thing that is
incorrect is the inclusion of the word only in their statement.
Of course, show cave owners and operators have to be concerned, not only about making money, but also to ensure that their business
operation is profitable. Not just profitable for the short term, but perpetually.
We are all in difficult and challenging economic times, regardless of where your cave is located. The rules of yesterday do not always
create the same result as they used to. Today requires even more focus on economic performance then it did in the past.
Inflation must be combated and unpredictable visitation rates responded to. All of these problems must be successfully overcome. Do
not be swayed from this awesome responsibility.
It is important that ISCA becomes a veritable think tank. Friends ready to share their experiences of what worked, and what did not
work, with each other.
Thank you, and may good fortune be with you all .

David Summers
Follow Up to David’s Message Last Month… “Six Reasons Why You Should be an ISCA Member”
ISCA Annual Dues
The annual dues are based on visitation. The current annual dues per calendar year are:-

Full Members
Less than 20,000 visitors per year

Category A €100 per annum

From 20,000 to 60,000 visitors per year

Category B €200 per annum

From 60,000 to 100,000 visitors per year

Category C €300 per annum

More than 100,000 visitors per year

Category D €500 per annum

National and Multinational Show Cave Organizations
€200 per annum

Associate Members
€ 50 per annum

Contact Secretary: Renata Marinelli Address: Largo Leone XII, 60040 Genga, Ancona, Italy Email: renatamarinelli@libero.it

A New Leader For BCI
Please join Bat Conservation International in welcoming our new Executive Director. Andrew B. Walker, a veteran conservationist with
nearly three decades of experience in nonprofit organizations, will take the helm at BCI on January 30. He succeeds Nina Fascione and
Founder Merlin Tuttle.
“I am very pleased and excited to be joining BCI as Executive Director,” Walker said. “No other organization is so dedicated to
conserving the world’s 1250-plus species of bats, many of which are threatened with extinction by habitat loss, disease and misplaced
fears. I’m proud to be following in the footsteps of Merlin and Nina, and I look forward to working with the BCI Board and staff and with
our partners to achieve lasting conservation for bats around the world.”
Walker’s love of bats began at age five with a family vacation to Chautauqua, N.Y.
He recalls with vivid clarity the thousands of bats that filled the sky each evening
over the town and lake. “Bats are extraordinary creatures important to science and
the natural habitats in which they live,” he noted. “They also save farmers billions of
dollars annually in the United States alone by helping to control insect pests.”
“Andy has demonstrated a deep commitment to, and success in, conservation over
the course of his career,” said BCI Board Chairman Walter Sedgwick. “The Board
has complete confidence in his ability to lead BCI into a new era for bat
conservation.”
Walker joined The Nature Conservancy, a leader in habitat conservation, as
executive director of the group’s Long Island Chapter in 1985. There, he co-directed
the Conservancy’s first state and local legislative initiatives to protect outstanding
projects in conservation on a landscape-wide scale. He also served with the
Andrew B. Walker, New BCI Executive Director

Conservancy in Arizona and as state director in Tennessee, and was director of the
group’s Trustee Leadership Program for 56 Conservancy boards around the world.
He has worked with partner organizations throughout the United States, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Pacific. Walker was
most recently President and CEO of the New College Foundation in Sarasota, Florida. As BCI Executive Director, Walker will be based
in Washington D. C.
He summed up his conservation philosophy by citing poet and environmentalist Gary Snyder, who recently urged those working to
address climate change “'to do this work not out of guilt, but out of love and respect for the Earth.' This holds for BCI as well,” Walker
said. “Only by increasing understanding and instilling pride, respect and love for bats can we hope to secure the long-term survival of
this wonderful, sensitive and beautifully adapted family of creatures.”
We are all delighted to have such a proven leader as our new Executive Director. Andy brings an impressive set of skills to BCI, and
through his leadership – and with the support of our dedicated members and our many partners around the world – we will realize our
full potential as a global leader for bat conservation.
Welcome aboard, Andy.

Dave Waldien
Interim Executive Director

Did You Know?
In 1841, cave owner Dr. John Croghan believed the cave air might cure his patients suffering from tuberculosis. He brought 16 patients
into Mammoth Cave that winter and housed them in stone and wood huts. After some perished, they left the cave, for of course the
cave air offered no cure.

White Nose Syndrome Confirmed in Mammoth Cave Park Bats
MAMMOTH CAVE, KY. - Mammoth Cave National Park Superintendent Sarah Craighead announced today that a bat from a cave in
the south central Kentucky park has been confirmed with white-nose syndrome, a condition deadly to bats.
"It grieves me to make this announcement," said Craighead."A northern long-eared bat, showing symptoms of white-nose syndrome,
was found in Long Cave in the park. The bat was euthanized on January 4 and sent for laboratory testing. Those tests confirmed whitenose syndrome."
Long Cave, an undeveloped cave 1.3 miles long, is the park's largest bat hibernacula and houses endangered Indiana bats and gray
bats, along with other non-threatened species. Long Cave is not connected to Mammoth Cave and has not been open to visitors for
more than 80 years.
Tours of Mammoth Cave will continue. White-nose syndrome is known to be transmitted primarily from bat to bat, but spores
of Geomyces destructans, the fungus that causes white-nose syndrome, may be inadvertently carried between caves by humans on
clothing, footwear, and caving gear. White-nose syndrome is not
known to affect people, pets, or livestock but is harmful or lethal to
hibernating bats, killing 90 percent or more of some species of bats
in caves where the fungus has lasted for a year or longer,
according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
White-nose syndrome was first detected in New York State in 2006
and has killed more than 5.5 million cave-dwelling bats in the
eastern third of North America as it has spread south and west. The
fungus that causes white-nose syndrome has been confirmed in 21
states; white-nose syndrome has been confirmed in 19 states. It
has also been confirmed in four Canadian provinces. A map of the
current spread of white-nose syndrome can be found
at http://whitenosesyndrome.org/resource/wns-map-01162013
Decontamination procedures to prevent spread of the fungal spores
by human beings were adopted more than two years ago as whitenose syndrome was decimating bat populations in the northeast.
Mammoth Cave National Park implemented such procedures years
ahead of any actual finding of white-nose syndrome in the park in
an effort to delay its arrival and to be fully prepared should it
appear.
White Nose Syndrome has been detected in Mammoth Cave bats

Craighead said Mammoth Cave National Park is part of a multiagency - state, federal and tribal - effort to study white-nose syndrome and take steps to prevent people from spreading it further.
"About 400,000 people tour Mammoth Cave each year, providing an excellent opportunity for us to educate the public about the
importance of bats and the disease. We screen all visitors before they go on a cave tour and visitors walk across decontamination mats
as they exit their tours."
Mammoth Cave's White-Nose Syndrome Response Plan was written in collaboration with several National Park Service parks and
offices, as well as the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.The plan addresses
continued operation of cave tours and limited research with decontamination procedures to minimize the spread of white-nose
syndrome into and out of park caves.
There are more than 400 caves within the park, including the 390-mile long Mammoth Cave. All park caves are closed to human access
except via ranger-led tours or by research permit. Cave tours travel through 12 miles of Mammoth Cave. A portion of Mammoth Cave
extends outside the park boundary and the Mammoth Cave System watershed stretches as many as 20 miles to the south and east of
the park.
Park staff submitted bats for white-nose syndrome testing in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.All those results were negative.Park staff and
partners continue to look for evidence of white-nose syndrome in the park. Scientists regularly visit the entrances of bat roost-caves
(hibernacula) to look for unusual bat behavior. Three solar-powered bat detectors have been placed outside hibernacula to record bat
calls, and all park staff report sick or dead bats.
"Because we suspected white-nose syndrome was coming, we partnered with various researchers to gather baseline data on bat
populations and bat ecology," said Craighead."The data provide important information on which bat species are present and how many,
when they give birth, and when they feed. We now have five years of data collected prior to the arrival of white-nose syndrome, and will
continue monitoring through the course of the disease."

Nine species of cave-dwelling bats inhabit the park, two of which are the endangered Indiana and gray bats. All nine species are at risk
from white-nose syndrome. Four species of tree-dwelling bats are also found in the park; thus far, tree-dwelling bats have not been
found to suffer from white-nose syndrome.
Bats play a key role in the food chain. In caves, for example, bat guano is a food source for animals that spend their entire lives
underground. In forests and farm fields, bats play an important role by consuming enormous numbers of damaging insects such as
beetles and moths. The number of North American bats estimated to have died from white-nose syndrome thus far had the capacity to
consume up to 8,000 tons of insects per year according to the United States Geological Survey.
"The National Parks have a dual role," said Craighead, "to preserve natural treasures and to provide a way for people to enjoy them.
Our response to challenges such as white-nose syndrome applies the best available science and research to find the proper balance
between those roles, and a sustainable future for our parks.”

Gurnee Guide to American Show Caves
Is your Gift Shop well-stocked for the 2013 Season?
If not, here’s one more item to add with this fantastic
reference guide that your visitors will want to have!

Orders for the all-color book, "Gurnee Guide to American Show Caves" by Jeanne
Gurnee, can be purchased for $10 each from R. H. Gurnee, Publisher, 720 Flat
Ridge Road, Goodlettsville, Tennessee 37072. (E-mail: JGurneeNSS@aol.com;
phone: (615) 581-0646) Color photo and information about your cave is included.

Mark Your Calendar!














Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2013, Tucson, Arizona, February 1 - 17, 2013
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 25 - 27, 2013
International Congress of Speleology 2013, Brna, Czech Republic, July 21 - 28, 2013
NSS Convention 2013, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, August 5 - 9, 2013
NCA Convention 2013, Host: Bridal Cave, Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, October 13 - 18, 2013
IGES/SSS 2013, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 5 - 9, 2013
IAAPA 2013, Orlando, Florida, November 18 - 22, 2013
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2014, Tucson, Arizona, February 1 - 16, 2014
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 24 - 26, 2014
NCA Convention 2014, Host: Cave of the Winds, Colorado Springs, Colorado, September 22 - 26, 2014
NSS Convention 2014, NSS Headquarters, Huntsville, Alabama, July 14 - 18, 2014
International Show Caves Association Congress 2014, Jenolan Caves, New South Wales, Australia, November 2 - 8, 2014
IAAPA 2014, Orlando, Florida, November 17 - 21, 2014

From Deep Down in the Archives… Timeline 1966

nd

Lydia Neubuck, Natural Stone Bridge & Caves, NY at 2 NCA Convention in Chattanooga, TN

Thanks to Greg Beckler who is spending his winter not just digging out from snow but digging through his files to find items of interest
th
that we will be able to use for the NCA’s 50 Anniversary Celebration in 2015. Greg says this article pertains to the second NCA
convention held in Chattanooga, TN.
How are you spending your winter? Have you dug up any treasures we might be able to use? Remember that the History Committee
can only make this happen with your help! We need material to work with…. Photographs and News Articles and even Videos if you
have them. Please Let us know.
Steve Rawlings stever@mercercaverns.com
Bob Holt bob@cavern.com
The History Committee

THANK YOU, THANK YOU NCA
FOR HELPING MAKE OUR 2012 IGES/SSS
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT!
YOU’RE INVITED to Join IGES/SSS and Celebrate
TWO Grand Openings in 2013!
th

th

Mark your calendars for November 5 - 9 , 2013! The International Gift Exposition in the Smokies and the Souvenir Super Show will
be celebrating the Grand Opening of their newest location, the LeConte Center, in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee and the Grand ReOpening and re-naming of the beautiful Sevierville, Tennessee Convention Center …a favorite of wholesale souvenir buyers from
across the country!
In addition to grand opening festivities at both locations: contests, parties, Happy Hours, prizes and giveaways; most importantly, you’ll
see the industry’s top exhibitors previewing their best sellers and new items for 2014! We can’t wait to see what you think of the NEW
merchandise we’ve found this year!
Relax and enjoy a free shuttle ride from the airport to your hotel or …just park your car (no charge), shop the exciting exhibits in
Sevierville or Pigeon Forge then relax and let the IGES/SSS “Grand Opening Shuttle” take you between the convention centers on the
“Smoky Mountain Souvenir Gift Show Trail” for premier shopping, dining or on into Gatlinburg.
Last but not least by any means, thank you, Claudia Yundt and all NCA Buyers, for your continuing support of the NCA Annual
Dinner/Cracker Barrel in Sevierville and all of the comments you so generously provide afterwards! The following quote is only one of
many comments that we treasure: “This dinner is one of the most valuable parts of coming to the show. Every year we leave the
dinner to buy, the very next day, items that are recommended by fellow cave buyers. The information shared among the members is
always helpful and has always resulted in (finding) items that sell well for us.” …from Teddy Jones of Cumberland Caverns. Thank you,
Teddy! Thanks, NCA! Happy New Year!

Double your fun and enjoy twice the buying experience in Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, TN, this
November 5th – 9th, 2013!

Got News?
Please make sure you let Bob Holt know when you have news to share with the membership regarding you and your cave. It is the goal
of the NCA office to produce more issues of Cave Talk and this can only happen when you help with the sharing of your news. Please
send your articles, photographs to bob@cavern.com.
March 2013 Cave Talk Deadline
Please have all articles to Bob Holt no later than February 15. Thank you.

